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CISPLATIN AND TREOSULFANE CHEMOTHERAPY IN THE 
TREATMENT OF METASTATIC OVARLAN CANCER 
B&r I, Me& E., He&e A., Biihner M., Lang N. 
Dept. Obstet. & Gynaecol., University Erlangq Germany 

At the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University Erlangen, 58 
patients with metastatic ovarian cancer were treated with a combined 
chemotherapy of cisplatin and tnzosulfane. 
After primary “2~ wip maximal tumordebulking patients received 4 
cycles of 100 mg/ asplatm and 5 g&reosulfane in a monthly interval. 
After this treatment 46 of the 58 patients underwent a second look 
OperatiOlL 
The remissiooratc was 81% and 52% of the patients develloped no 
recurrences or metastases. 
Themedianf&wupis18monthswithavariationof3-55months. 
There occured only a smaU number of serious side effects and mainly due to 
cisplatin. 
Referring to this experience the combination of cisplatin and treosulfane 
seems to be a promissing chemotherapy in the treatment of mewtatic 
ovarian cancer. 
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MEMBRANE VESICLES RECOVERED FROM ME ASCITIC FLUID OF 
HUMAN OVARIAN CANCER PATIENTS. CONTAtN COLLAQENASES 

AND TUMGHJR ASSOCIATED AIYTIGENS. 

PpLey.‘, Can evari S.2, Conslgllo A?, Gins&a A.‘, Pluum, P.‘, 
Romeno F.j, Vittorelli ML.’ 
lDipartimento di Blologla Cellular% e dello Sviluppo, UnlvenM dl 
Pakrmo; 2 lstituto Nazlonale per k Studio e la Cura del Tumod, 
Divisione Oncologta Sperimentals E, Milano; 3 Ospedale Oncolo~ica “M. 
Ascoll” I Dlvisione Oncologia Glnecologka, Palstmo. 

Many kinds of tumour cells are kncwn to shed membrane vask4es 
in the extroceWar medium. These vssides can be mcovemd from call 
culture medium and biokgkal ftuids. Here w repcft analysis of the 
morphdogkal appearsrice, presence of tumour associated antigens and 
cOllpoSnssS ccmenf of membrane VWCIOS recovered by 
ultrawnttWugstlon from ascitic flukis. Veskles, obse~~~ed at TME appear 
very similar to those shed by in vitro cultured bmaat carcinoma cells 
(Dolo et al. J. Submlcr. Cyl. Path. in press.). They were shown to contain 
an human ovarian carcinoma aseodated antigen, the 38 kDa 
glyccprotein recognized by lhe monoclonal antlbody MOVl8, ( Mlottl el 
al. it. J. Cancer 39297, 1987 ). Zymographic analyses of veskks 
showed the presence of 97 kDa and 72 Id& lytk bands. Lytk bands 
havlrq similar m.w. had been previously observed in veskles shed In 
vltm by breast camboma and Rbmaarccma cells. 

These msults suggest that mem!xane vesides can be Involved In 
the metastatk progreaslon of ovarian turnouts. 
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HIGH DOSE EPIDOXORUBICIN (EPIDx) AND LONIDAMINE (LND) 
IN PATIENTS (PTS) WITH REFRACTORY OR RECURRENT 
EPITHELIAL OVARIAN CARCINOMA (EOC). ‘LBrunetti, ‘F.Dargenio, 
‘P.G.Giannessi, ‘A.Gadducci, ‘P.F.Conte. *U.O. Oncologia Medica, Osp.S.Chiara, 
PlSA ‘Clinica Ostetrico Ginecologica, Universite di Pisa, ITALY 

High doses EPIDX (150 mg/m2) are effective in pts with EOC 
pretreated with regimens including cisplatin (CDDP) or carboplatin 
(CBDCA) obtaining up lo 27% response rate (RR). LND is an indazole 
carboxyle acid derivative that interferes with the multidrug resistance 
mechanism and enhances cytotoxic activity of EPIDX as shown in vitro 
and w studies. On these basis we have tested the combmation of 
high dose EPlDX with LND in pts with EOC progressed during or 
recurred within 6 months after first-line CDDI’ or CBDCA-based 
chemotherapy (CT), to asses the antitumor activity and the toxicity of 
this combination. Up to now 26 pts were treated with LND (150 mg X 
3/die orally, day 1 to 5) plus high dose EPIDX (120 mg/m2 I.“., day 3) q 3 
weeks. All pts are evaluable for toxicity. The most relevant side effect 
was lrukopenia (WHO grade 3-4: 34.6%). Other grade 3 toxicities 
included: anaemia 15.4%. thrombocytopenia 3.88, mucositis 7.770, 
diarrhoea 3.8%, alopecia 100%. Only 1 pt stopped CT because of 
cardiotoxlcity (decrease in left ventricular ejection rate > 20%). So far 24 
pts are cvaluablc for tumor response: 2 complete responses (8.3%) and 6 
parhal responses (25%) were observed for a total RR of 33.3% Six of 8 
responding pts were pretreated with antracyclines. In cttnslderatlon of 
RR to other second line CT regimens in EOC, the association of LND and 
high dose EPIDX shows interesting activity. 
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